Name: ___________________________

Explorers “Baseball” Cards

Use the information and pictures provided to create “baseball” cards on four important explorers.

Cut out pictures of the explorers and glue them to the index cards provided.  On the back, neatly provide the following important information:

Name

Country Sailed for:

Known for:

Unique fact:

Note:  Do not re-write the information you are given word for word.  
Your four cards must be completed by ____________________.  

This assignment will count for 25 Class Participation points.  Your grade will be severely reduced if you do not have your Explorer cards in class on the due date.

Additional copies of this handout can be found on www.socialstudieswithasmile.com and PEN.

Bartolomeu Dias
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Dias sailed for Portugal in 1487.  His goal was to find an all water route to Asia by sailing around the tip of Africa.  Dias set sail and made it all the way to the tip of Africa before returning unsuccessfully to Portugal.  Dias named the tip of Africa “The Cape of Storms”.  The King of Portugal later renamed it “The Cape of Good Hope” because he believed the old name would frighten potential explorers.
Vasco da Gama
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Vasco da Gama was also a Portuguese explorer.  In 1497 he set out to do what Dias was unable to do, find an all water route to Asia by sailing around the tip of Africa.  da Gama followed Dias’ route around the Cape of Good Hope and then continued north along the eastern coast of Africa.  He then turned east and sailed across the Indian Ocean.  Vasco da Gama returned to Portugal with spices, silks and jewels.

Ferdinand Magellan
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The Spanish had no idea how big the world was until Magellan’s voyage.  Magellan and his crew left Spain in 1519.  The goal of the expedition was to prove that Columbus was right (Asia could be reached by sailing west).  Magellan crossed the Atlantic Ocean, headed south along the coast of South America and reached the Pacific Ocean.  Magellan and his crew sailed for 4 1/2 months until they reached the Philippines.  Magellan was involved in a war and was killed.  Magellan’s crew continued the voyage to India and then returned to Spain.  Magellan is credited as the first explorer to circumnavigate (completely sail around) the world.   However, the route is way to long to be useful to the Spanish.

Juan Ponce de Leon
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Juan Ponce de Leon traveled through parts of Florida in 1513, looking for a legendary Fountain of Youth.  Ponce de Leon had heard many stories from Native Americans as part of a fountain that had magical water.  All those who bathed in it would remain young forever.  Although Ponce de Leon never found the Fountain of Youth, he is credited for discovering Florida for Spain.

