How to Write an Essay

1. Introduction

Your introduction should be at least 3 sentences.

Begin with your thesis statement.

No questions.

Do not talk to the reader.

No “I think”.

No “in this essay”

Example:

Geography affects the way Native Americans live.  Native Americans were scattered throughout North America.  Since geography affects the way people live, each Native American group has its own culture.  The region in which Native Americans live affected their clothes, homes and foods.

2. Body

Discuss your key points in the same order that you introduced them.

Each main idea has its own paragraph.

Begin with a topic sentence and then support it with details.

3. Conclusion

Re-state (not copy) your thesis.

Summarize your key points.

