Name: ___________________________

Why was mention of slavery deleted from the Declaration of Independence?

The Deleted Paragraph

He has waged cruel war against human nature itself, violating the sacred rights of life and liberty in the people of distant lands who never offended him…carrying them into slavery in another hemisphere, or to incur miserable death in their transportation thither…Determined to keep open a market where men should be bought and sold, he has suppressed every legislative attempt to prohibit this (horrible) commerce…

1. What accusation does this paragraph bring against King George III?

2. Why do you think this paragraph was deleted?

Jefferson’s Explanation

The clause condemning the enslaving of inhabitants of Africa was struck out in compliance to South Carolina and Georgia, who had never attempted to restrain the importation of slaves, and who on the contrary still wished to continue it.  Our northern brethren also, I believe, felt little tender under those censures; for tho’ their people have very few slaves…they had been pretty considerable carriers of them to others.

1. Why, according to Jefferson, was the paragraph deleted?

2. How did the people of South Carolina and Georgia feel about slavery?  Why?
