Name: ____________________________

How to Write a DBQ Essay-Hamburger Method


1. Top Bun (Introduction)

· Use the historical context to help you write the introduction.

· Prepare a thesis statement (one sentence that will explain to the reader what your essay will be about).

· The introduction should be one paragraph (at least 3 sentences) in length.

· DON’T USE STALE BUNS-Avoid terms like “In this essay” and “I am going to tell you.”  Do not use questions.
2. Patties of Meat (Body Paragraphs)

· Support your thesis statement using multiple organized paragraphs.

DETAILS, DETAILS, DETAILS!!!

· Cite several documents (at least 3) within the body.  Explain what is being said in the document and how it relates to the question.

· You must use outside information (prior knowledge) in your essay.

· It is helpful to use “linking words.”

· First, second, next, last-to show sequence and order

· For example, in other words-to emphasize something, clarify

· However, but, on the other hand-to show contrast or change

3. Bottom Bun (Conclusion)

· The conclusion is not just an ending.  It must restate your ideas/summarize.

· Be sure to use at least 3 sentences.

Historical Context-In the early 17th century, settlers in the American colonies began to rely on slave labor.  The influx of African slaves brought increased economic opportunities for some, but for the slaves, it created a difficult life of forced labor.
Task (this is what you will have to do in the essay)-Using information from the documents and your knowledge of Social Studies

· Identify and discuss two reasons slaves were brought to America.

· Describe the impact of slavery on the economy of colonial America.

· Explain the impact of slavery on the lives of the slaves themselves.
